
For the first time since 
the incorporation of 
Jackson Township in 
1844, we the voters, will 
have 2 separate Mayors 
in one year.  These are 
exciting times for     
Jackson  Township as we 
count down the days to 
this May 9th election, 
and begin to write Chap-
ter One of     Jackson’s 
future. 
 
For the first time in our    
history, a directly elected 
Mayor,  will put forth a 
real plan for our future– 
a plan to bring in good 
clean  
commercial ratables like 

Myth-
faire 
Park, 
(see 
last 
page 
of this 
news-
letter ) 
a bil-
lion 
dollar  
project 
that 
could 
drasti-
cally 
ease 
some 
of the 
burden 
of  
rising 

property 
taxes.  At the 
same time, 
the newly 
elected 
Mayor can 
put forth an 
aggressive 
land  preser-
vation  pro-
gram to save  
much of the 
natural 
beauty that 
we  have all 
come to love 
in Jackson 
Township. 
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   MAKE IT COUNT !   
MAKE IT COUNT !    

 

 

 

 

  By COMMITTEEMAN MIKE KAFTON 

 

         MYTHFAIRE in Jackson? 
A proposed Super Adventure Multi-Themed          
Audience Participation Park could drastically reduce 
the property tax burden in Jackson and could STOP 
hundreds of single family homes from being built.   
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most important 
thing is that I 
have learned a 
great deal from 
that night and 
its      after-
math and I 
have        be-
come a better 
person for it.  I 
have become 
stronger and 
more deter-
mined and I 
will work even 
harder than 
ever before to 
gain your trust 
and respect.   
 
In this political 
race for 
Mayor, my 
opponents will 
undoubtedly 
bring up these 
charges time 
and time again.  
They will do 

This Newsletter is paid for by Mike Kafton and dedicated to all those who give their best in 
the name of Jackson Township.  

VISIT MY WEBSITE for more             
information on MYTHFAIRE at                                                                                                                                                            
 www.MICHAELKAFTON.COM 

THE FIRST interactive               
entertainment park of its kind may 
very well be built here in Jackson 
Township.  Imagine going back in 
time to the days of Caesar,         
participating in King Arthur’s 
Court or watching a live jousting 
match.  
 Maybe you will even find yourself 
amidst prehistoric dinosaurs.  You 
may be able to do all of this     
without ever leaving Jackson.   
The Board of Directors of the 
Mythfaire concept are considering 
Jackson as a possible location for 
its fantasy entertainment park.  I, 
as well as other members of the 
Township Committee, have met 
with the principals of Mythfaire to 
discuss their concept and how it 
would benefit Jackson.   

This entertainment park will be 
nothing like Great Adventure in 
that Mythfaire doesn’t plan to have 
amusement rides. 
Their concept is interactive        
participation from visitors in his-
toric events.   
As you walk through each time in 
history, you experience the events 
of that time and even taste the food 
of that era. 
The benefits to Jackson in having 
Mythfaire built here are numerous.  
Clearly, the biggest benefit has to 
do with taxes.   
If built, Mythfaire would become 
the 2nd largest property taxpayer 
after Great Adventure, utilizing    
between 200 and 400 acres.   
They have also agreed to contribute 
to the Township,  $2.00 for every 
car that enters their parking lot 
plus $2.00 for each person            
attending their concerts.  This could 
amount to millions of dollars over 
time, moneys which could be        
potentially utilized for our roads, 
recreation, parks etc. The acreage 
that Mythfaire would occupy could  
     (MYTHFAIRE story continued pg. 4)  

ALL ABOUT JACKSON! 
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   M A K E  I T  C O U N T  !     

 HIGHLIGHTING JACKSON’S BEST 
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DID YOU KNOW??? 
I N  2 0 0 5 : 

S H O P  R I T E  P L A Z A  P A I D  

$ 1 8 2 , 1 5 6  I N  P R O P E R T Y  

T A X E S  

S T O P  &  S H O P  P L A Z A  P A I D  

$ 3 2 0 , 2 4 4  I N  T A X E S   

J A C K S O N  O U T L E T  C E N T E R  

P A I D  $ 7 6 7 , 8 7 5  I N  T A X E S  

A N D …  

G R E A T  A D V E N T U R E  P A I D  

O V E R  $ 3 . 3  M I L L I O N  I N  

T A X E S  

LOOKING BACK… 
C A N  Y O U  I M A G I N E  A  T I M E  W H E N  J A C K S O N  H A D  O N L Y  

O N E  P O L I C E  O F F I C E R ?   T H E R E  A R E  N O W  8 4  O F F I C E R S  O N  

T H E  F O R C E .   P R I O R  T O  1 9 4 7 ,  W H E N  J E R R Y  S H O W E L L  W A S  

N A M E D  T H E  1 S T   A N D  O N L Y  P O L I C E  O F F I C E R  A N D  C H I E F  

O F  P O L I C E ,  J A C K S O N  W A S  P R O T E C T E D  B Y  T H E  N J  S T A T E  

P O L I C E .    

I N  1 9 6 2 ,  J A C K S O N ’ S  P O L I C E  F O R C E  B E C A M E  F U L L  T I M E .   

U N F O R T U N A T E L Y ,  T H A T  S A M E  Y E A R ,  C H I E F  S H O W E L L  

D I E D  I N  A  B O A T I N G  A C C I D E N T  I N  T H E  B A R N E G A T  I N L E T .    

Thanks to Mary Moore and Capt. Dave Newman  for this 
footnote in history. 

                        WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!!!       

          Here are just  some of  our schools  best  students  .   Please let  me know about others for future issues.    

 C O N G R A T S ! J A C K S O N  H I G H  S C H O O L  B O Y ’ S  C R O S S  C O U N T R Y  T E A M - P L A C E D  # 1  I N  T H E  A  S O U T H  C H A M P I O N S  F O R  

T H E  2 N D  Y E A R  I N  A  R O W ! 

J O H N  S M A T U S I K  

John Smatus ik  w a s  

b o r n  o n  J a n u a r y  3 ,  1 9 2 7  

i n  J a c k s o n  a n d  h a s  n e v e r  

l e f t .   H e  c u r r e n t l y  l i v e s  o n  

F r a n k  A p p l e g a t e  R o a d  

j u s t  d o w n  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o m  

t h e  h o u s e  w h e r e  h e  w a s  

b o r n .    

J o h n ’ s  l o v e  f o r  t h i s  t o w n  

i s  e v i d e n t  i n  s o  m a n y  

p l a c e s ,   m o s t  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  

W o r k s  w h i c h   h e  b e g a n  i n  

J a n u a r y  1 9 5 5 .  B a c k  t h e n ,  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  c o n s i s t e d  

o f  J o h n ,  W a l t  G a l a t i  a n d  a  

b i g  d u m p  t r u c k .   J o h n  h a d   

  

t h e  f o r e s i g h t  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  

e v e n t u a l l y  t h e  t o w n ’ s  t r a s h  

w o u l d  p r e s e n t  a  p r o b l e m ,  s o  h e  

b e g a n  t h e  r e c y c l i n g  p r o g r a m  i n  

1 9 5 7  w h i c h  s e r v e d  a s  a  m o d e l  

f o r  o t h e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . 

J o h n  s e r v e d  a s  a  T o w n s h i p  

C o m m i t t e e m a n  f r o m  1 9 4 9-

1 9 5 1 .   H e  i s  a  c h a r t e r  m e m b e r  

o f  t h e   R o t a r y  C l u b  a n d  t h e   

J a c k s o n  M i l l s  F i r e  C o m p a n y .    

J o h n  p r o b a b l y  k n o w s  m o r e  

a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  J a c k s o n  

t h a n  a n y o n e .   T h a t ’ s  w h a t  

m a k e s  h i m  s u c h  a  v i t a l  p a r t  o f   

o u r  H i s t o r i c a l  C o m m i s s i o n . 

I t  i s  a  f i t t i n g  t r i b u t e  t h a t  t h e  

P u b l i c  W o r k s  B u i l d i n g  n o w  

c a r r i e s  h i s  n a m e  i n  h o n o r  o f  h i s  

3 1  y e a r s  o f  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  p u b l i c  

w o r k s  a n d  J a c k s o n  T o w n s h i p .    

M e l  w o r k e d  t i r e l e s s l y  w i t h  

a u t i s t i c  c h i l d r e n  a l e r t i n g  

t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  t h e           

g o v e r n m e n t  t o  t h e  n e e d  f o r        

l e g i s l a t i o n  o n  t h e i r  b e h a l f.   

I n  2 0 0 3  I  r e c o m m e n d e d  

r e n a m i n g  t h e  T o w n s h i p  

S e n i o r  C e n t e r /  D i s a b i l i t i e s  

C e n t e r  t o  t h e  M e l v i n  

C o t t r e l l  C e n t e r  f o r  S e n i o r s  

a n d  t h e  D i s a b l e d  i n  h o n o r   

o f  a  m a n  w h o  d e d i c a t e d  

h i s  l i f e  t o  h e l p i n g  o t h e r s .      

T o d a y  a   B r o n z e  P l a q u e  

h a n g s  a t  t h e  C e n t e r       

d e d i c a t e d  i n  h i s  m e m o r y .   

Melvin Cottre l l   
w a s  a  l i f e l o n g  r e s i d e n t  o f  J a c k -

s o n .  M e l  s p e n t  h i s  l i f e          

s e l f l e s s l y  h e l p i n g  o t h e r s .    

A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  d e a t h  o n    

O c t o b e r  9 ,  2 0 0 2  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  

7 3 ,  M e l  w a s  s e r v i n g  t h e  p e o -

p l e  o f  J a c k s o n  i n  h i s  s i x t h  t e r m  

a s  o u r  A s s e m b l y m a n . 

M e l  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  J a c k s o n  

T o w n s h i p  C o m m i t t e e  f r o m  

1 9 8 6- 1 9 9 1  a n d  w a s  t h e  M a y o r  

f r o m  1 9 8 8- 1 9 8 9 .     

 A s  a n  A s s e m b l y m a n ,  M e l  

c o n c e n t r a t e d   h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  o n  

s e n i o r s ,  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a d u l t s  

w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .    

H i s  e m p a t h y  f o r  o t h e r s  a n d  h i s  

p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  h e l p e d  h i m  

o v e r c o m e  h i s  o w n  s p e e c h  a n d  

h e a r i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w h i c h  

m a d e  h i m  a  w o n d e r f u l  r o l e  

m o d e l  f o r  a l l  o f  u s .    

 

    M E L V I N  C O T T R E L L  

C O N G R A T S !    

        S E E M A  S A M U E L  

C h o s e n  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  N J  

S t a t e  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  F u t u r e  

B u s i n e s s  L e a d e r s  o f  A m e r i c a . 

 

C O N G R A T S !   

        M I C H A E L  D E R L I N G 

W a s  n a m e d  N a t i o n a l  H i s p a n i c  

P r o g r a m  S c h o l a r 

C O N G R A T S ! t o  t h e   f o l l o w i n g  H i g h  S c h o o l  S t u d e n t s  f o r  E a r n i n g  t h e                                    

E D W A R D  J .  B L O U S T E I N  D I S T I N G U I S H E D  S C H O L A R S H I P A W A R D : 

R U S S E L  B A R T O N    

J O E L  B L E N N E R  

T R A V I S  B O O K 

J O H N  C A N T A L I N O  

J E A N E T T E  C O O K 

A L I S H A  C R O W L E Y 

F .  F E R R A N T E L L I 

V I N C E N T  I N G R A O 

J E S S E  L O W E 

A M A N D A  L U K A C S  

J O S E P H  M O N T A N O  

A M A N D A  M U L V I H I L L 

D A N A  P U G L I S I 

A N D R I  R I Z H A K O V  

J E N N A  R O D R I G U E Z  

CHRISTINA ROTSIDES  

N A T A L I E  S H L O E D E R  

S E J A L  S H A H 

M A R A  S I R B U 

A M A N D A  S T E C K L E R  

HAO SUN  

S T E V E N  S U C H A R M A N 

B R I A N  T R A N 

S U Z A N E  W A L Z E R  

J E R E M Y  W E I S S M A N 



Please send your letters to Ben to my Please send your letters to Ben to my 
office and I will make sure that he     office and I will make sure that he     
receives them.receives them.   

Sgt. Ben Ravioli  c/o   Committeeman Sgt. Ben Ravioli  c/o   Committeeman 
Mike Kafton 2200 W. County Line Rd.  Mike Kafton 2200 W. County Line Rd.  
Jackson,  NJ  08527Jackson,  NJ  08527  

If you know of any other Jackson    If you know of any other Jackson    
servicemen or women who would like servicemen or women who would like 
to receive mail, please contact my    to receive mail, please contact my    
office at  732office at  732--905905 --7898.7898.   

 

TRUE AMERICAN HEROES   TRUE AMERICAN HEROES     
Kids, if you want to see some real  local Kids, if you want to see some real  local 
heroes, I  invite you to stop by Town heroes, I  invite you to stop by Town 
Hall to visit the Wall of Pride that I put Hall to visit the Wall of Pride that I put 
together.  It has the pictures and names together.  It has the pictures and names 
of some Jackson residents serving in of some Jackson residents serving in 
our military.    our military.      

They give of themselves unselfishly to They give of themselves unselfishly to 
insure that we all continue to enjoy our  insure that we all continue to enjoy our  
freedom here in the United States.  freedom here in the United States.    

I would ask all of you to write letters of I would ask all of you to write letters of 
thanks and appreciation, but equally as thanks and appreciation, but equally as 
important, are letters of encourage-important, are letters of encourage-
ment.   Remember, many of our service-ment.   Remember, many of our service-
men and women are away from their men and women are away from their 
families for many months at a time.  families for many months at a time.  
One of our Jackson residents, who is One of our Jackson residents, who is 
serving his second tour in Iraq would serving his second tour in Iraq would 
love to hear from you.  Please write to:  love to hear from you.  Please write to:  

Sgt. Ben Ravioli/Military Police. 

  
 

 

  

  

  

DID YOU KNOW???? 
THE GREAT AMERICAN SCREAM  MACHINE 
DEBUTED IN 1989.  IT WAS THE TALLEST AND 
FASTEST ROLLER COASTER IN THE  WORLD 
FOR 2 WEEKS, UNTIL ANOTHER ROLLER 
COASTER TOOK THAT HONOR.   THE GREAT 
AMERICAN SCREAM MACHINE WAS        
ORIGINALLY GOING TO BE CALLED NINJA, 
BUT WAS RENAMED BEFORE OPENING WITH 
A MORE PATRIOTIC NAME. 

P A G E  3  

                                

 

V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  2  

         QUIZ IT  

Question #1:  Question #1:  I have 2 coins that add 
up to fifty-five cents.  One is not a 
nickel.  What coins are they?  

Question #2Question #2: A farmer had nine 
sheep and all but seven died.  How 
many did he have left? 

Question #3Question #3: Three large people try 
to crowd under one umbrella but 
nobody gets wet.  How is this     pos-
sible? 

Question #4Question #4:   If you take 2 apples 
from three trees, how many do you 
have? 

Question #5:  Question #5:  A certain 5 letter word 
becomes shorter when you add 2 
letters to it.  What is the word? 

For Answers, visit my website at  
www. michaelkafton.com and click 
on Kids Corner. 

 

LOOKING BACK… 
 
STANLEY SWITLIK, ONE OF 
JACKSON’S MOST GENEROUS 
RESIDENTS, WAS ALSO ONE OF 
JACKSON’S BIGGEST LAND-
OWNERS.  SWITLIK DONATED 
THE LAND THAT THE SWITLIK 
SCHOOL IS ON TODAY.              
SWITLIK’S BIGGEST LAND 
HOLDING WAS THE SWITLIK 
ESTATE LOCATED ON          
PROSPERTOWN LAKE.  
STANLEY SWITLIK SOLD MOST 
OF HIS ESTATE TO SIX FLAGS 
UNDER THE PREMISE THAT 
THEY WERE TO BUILD A     
WILDLIFE PRESERVE .  AFTER A 
LONG COURT BATTLE,  SWITLIK  
LOST HIS DREAM AND THE SIX 
FLAGS THEME PARK WAS BUILT 
ON HIS PROPERTY INSTEAD.  

DID YOU KNOW??? 
 
IN THE 1970’s JACKSON HAD A             
BOWLING ALLEY WHICH BURNT 
DOWN LEAVING ONLY THE 
OUTER SHELL WHICH WAS          
REBUILT INTO WHAT IS NOW THE  
JACKSON ROLLERSKATING RINK. 

 
 
KIDS– GO TO MY WEBSITE FOR LINKS TO 
GAMES & OTHER FUN ACTIVITIES. 
           www.Michaelkafton.com 

Kids, test your knowledge!  Kids, test your knowledge!  
Can you answer the following Can you answer the following 
questions about our town?questions about our town?  
 
1. What playground in Jackson was 

built  by hundreds of residents,       
including kids in only 6 days? 

2. What school built in 1974  started 
out divided into 4 separate Pods 
with a library in the  center? 

3. What year did Great Adventure  
open? 

4. What is the name of the State    
Wildlife preserve located largely in 
Jackson? 

   Answers can be found on my web                                                        
site at  www.michaelkafton.com.  

              Just click on Kids Corner. 

KIDS CORNER 

DID YOU KNOW??? 
 
WOW! LAST YEAR MORE THAN 
9,730 STUDENTS WERE ENROLLED 
IN THE JACKSON SCHOOL  SYSTEM. 
THE JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL     
SENIOR CLASS OF 2005 HAD 609   
GRADUATING STUDENTS. 
 AT THE SAME TIME, 677                       
KINDERGARTEN  STUDENTS   
GRADUATED TO FIRST GRADE.         



 

           MYTHFAIRE  
continued from page 1... 
prevent hundreds of single family 
homes from being built on that 
same space, thus limiting  the 
number of children entering our 
already overcrowded schools.  
Mythfaire will consist of lush       
gardens and park-like                  
surroundings.  
It would also boost our local      
economy by creating jobs and 
would help existing local         
businesses.  
Since they are considering     
building along the I-195 corridor, 
there would be very little impact 
on our local roads.   
I believe that this is a good clean 
commercial ratable for Jackson 
Township and  I will continue 
talks with Mythfaire executives on 
the potential for Mythfaire to    
become a reality.                           

             
 

  

    FEBRUARY 28, 2006 
LYME DISEASE AWARENESS SEMINAR       
  7:30 pm-9:30pm Municipal Building 
GUEST SPEAKERS: Dr. Emilia Eiras,                 
Dr. Martin Fried,  Dr. Robert Bransfield  &             
Betty Markonas will discuss:  
            HOW TO PREVENT, IDENTIFY  
             AND TREAT LYME DISEASE. 
 RSVP 732-905-7898 Refreshments will be Served. 

                
               APRIL 10, 2006 
               American Red Cross 
           BLOOD DRIVE 
         10 am-4pm Municipal Building 
Blood Supplies are dangerously low.        
Please Donate and Save a Life.  Call for an ap-
pointment  for April 10, 2006. 732-905-7898 
Refreshments will be served.   

DID YOU KNOW?? 
 
 WALGREENS  is under         
construction at the corner of 526 
& Harmony Rd. Diagonally across 
the street on 526 and Cooksbridge 
Road will be another super 
WAWA with a gas station. 

A PERSONAL MESSAGE 
From Committeeman Mike Kafton 

GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE ALL ABOUT YOU.  It should not be about 
politicians and their personal lives.  You deserve the best from your         
government and you should demand nothing less.  Do you want a            
government that responds to your needs and looks after your best           
interests?  If so, you must force your local politicians to address the issues 
that affect your daily life.  Taxes, over-development, programs for your 
kids and land preservation for a better quality of life are just some of the 
issues facing Jackson residents.   
I have publicly announced that I am running for Mayor.  I am running  
because, as your elected official for the past 6 plus years, I have given   
nothing less than 100% of myself to you and to my job.  I have drastically 
reduced development, lowered municipal taxes and preserved hundreds of 
acres of open space.   
More importantly, I have been responsive to you.  I created “Meet the 
Mayor” nights at the library, The Mayor’s Safe Trick or Treat, Teen 
Dances, Movies in the Park, a Pedophile residential restriction ordinance, 
an ordinance to STOP road closures, a commuter bus service to New York 
and so much more.  Most of all, I have always been there for you whenever 
you needed help because I believe that is what my job is all about-helping 
people. 
Last year, DWI charges were brought against me and I pled guilty in     
order to put it behind me and continue on with my life. I want to assure 
you all that I am not a drinker, nor do I take drugs. To be honest, the 
events of that night are still suspect to me, but I have moved  forward and 
have learned a great deal from that experience.  There are many of you 
who have never met me, but I am asking you not to judge me on 1 hour of 
my life, but rather on the work that I have done as well as my commitment 
to you over the past 6 plus years. Remember, GOVERNMENT SHOULD 
BE ABOUT YOU.  This May 9th, I am asking for your support and your 
vote in my run for Mayor.  Thank you for your support.    
Mike Kafton 

   SAVE THESE DATES– Sponsored By: COMMITTEEMAN MIKE KAFTON 


